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Masterclass is a charrette-style studio lead by an external, exemplary critical practitioner. 
The studio focuses on student teams working on a common project but each team is 
independent and internally organized. There is a large degree of autonomy and each 
team takes a particular position based on the Master Practitioner’s framework. Research 
and creativity is required as the course stresses critical thinking and team work skills 
while dabbling in graphic, communication, and speaking skills. The built environment and 
advanced design skills and methodology are stressed and encouraged.
 
The style of the studio places most of the responsibility on the individual student/group to 
push their work forward. Critique is pursued in rotating groups of critics in order to provide 
as much dialogue as possible and the critic team is lead, and focused, by the studio’s leader, 
the Master Practitioner. The general focus of the course is socio-formal design, which might 
include architecture, interiors, landscape and urban design.
 
2011    	 Lateral Architecture / Mason White (Third Coasting - Ecology Networks in the Great Lakes)
2010    	ORG / Alexander D’Hooghe (Big Boxes, Architectural Type on the verge of the Ubiquitous Singularity)
2009    el dorado (sanctioned meddling, sustainaffordability & radical pragmatism)
2008    WORKac / Dan Wood & Amale Andraos (programmatic collisions or 1+1=3)
2007    WilliamsonWilliamson (digital fabrication, computation, & tectonic expression)
2006    Veev Studio / Raveevarn Choksombatchai (merging art, architecture and environmental design)
2005    Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis    (hysterical rationalism, or hyper-rationalism)
2004    Office dA / Monica Ponce de Leon & Nader Tehrani (tectonics and materiality)





THIRD COASTING: ECOLOGY NETWORKS IN 
THE GREAT LAKES
Assuming more than 20% of the world’s total surface 
freshwater, it is difficult to overstate the status of the Great 
Lakes as an essential and contested site in North America 
and globally.  Formed some 10,000 years ago, the Great 
Lakes watershed is a result of a receding Laurentide ice 
sheet. The system is comprised of Lake Erie, Lake Huron, 
Lake MIchigan, Lake Ontario, and Lake Superior, as well 
as the St. Lawrence Seaway.  Though the lakes reside in 
separate basins, they forma  single, interconnected body 
of freshwater.  The watershed facilitates access for more 
than 25 Cities, 8 States, and 2 Countries.  The lakes have 
catalyzed the formation of the modern North American city 
with such examples as Buffalo, NY; Detroit, MI; Toronto, ON; 
Toledo, OH; Erie, PA; Chicago, IL; Thunder Bay, ON.  



These cities have each created a direct relationship with 
their respective lakes, forming a very specific urban form, 
economy, and culture that capitalizes on lakeside living 
access.

The Third Coasting project will pursue an architecture 
that can respond to and participate in the ecology of this 
region and its attendant urban systems.  We will use the 
project vehicle of wildlife habitat - though it is not confined 
exclusively to that type.  Lets say it may exhibit properties 
of a zoo or an aquarium or a reserve, but it will not preclude 
humans or human activities.  The project will use the habitat 
to address the idea of species, nature/ human interactions, 
environment, and immersive spaces.  The studio will 
be interrogating where the city meets the lake - where 
humankind figures in broader conceptions of ecology.



1/ Disciplinary Expansion: Our current age 
presents an opportunity for the architect to 
acquire - at short request - a considerable 
depth of information on context, culture, 
climate from the internet.  What is the status 
of this new architect?





2/ Extrinsic Architecture: In distinction 
to sustainability mantras, an extrinsic 
architecture positions itself in a broader 
manner looking at architecture as complicit 
with its ecology - human and animal.





3/ Fourth Nature: Suppress your binary 
thinking of nature/ artifice and architecture/ 
ecology.  Lets assume, that there is no longer 
such a thing as nature, or maybe rather that 
everything is nature, even artifice.





4/ Architecture/ Landscape and life-support: 
How can architecture supplement an ecology 
or ecosystem?  Can architecture accommodate 
the dynamics of ever-changing ecologies and 
environments?





5/ Environment / Immersion: Consider the 
air, and its subsequent temperature, moisture 
values, etc a design act of architecture as 
valid as any.  Consider the total environment 
of space, not exclusively its form, as critical 
to the repositioning of architecture.
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NICHOLAS CLARK
JONATHON JACKSON
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MICHAEL NEUHALFEN
KYLE MCDONALD
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TEAM TWO
CHRYSOSTOMOS KARATZIAS
JUSTEN DIPPEL
KATHLEEN DELANO
ALA BOKHARI
PAUL JAMES
JOSHUA SLITER
DAVID BARDUCA
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new public, spatial relationship

Organizations linked in an undivided system of interconnectivity
creating a new opportunity for commerce and trade introducing new
public and corporate entities respectful of the environment while
promoting the growth and prosperity of the great lakes region.
A new public consisting of various different companies that operate
in diversified fields unified in a common cause.
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VALERIE BROWN
ADRIENNE DAVIES
MICHELLE BELT
NATALIE SWARTZ
BRIAN HOMER
JOSHUA WAGENSOMER
LAUREN FREELAND
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People in the region previously employed in automotive manufacturing 
have the opportunity to switch gears to the service industry, particularly 
tourism. The economic effects of the region are counterbalanced by the new 
agritourism on the laker vessels and will bring a new group of tourists to local 
shops, restaurants and pubs at the hub sites. The local government has the 
opportunity to recapture tax revenue from new businesses set up for lodging, 
feeding and entertaining these new tourists. Countering the typical economic 
effect that is typically seen in a region that loses manufacturing jobs where 
residents of the community have less money to spend have an opportunity 
to capitalize on the tourism industry and provide tourism services. Regional 
schools and post offices thrive, because residents continue to be employed 
and invest in their community. More people remain in the community and so 
the area evolves into a booming tourist destination.
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KYLE VANKLOMPENBERG
UNDRAM ULAMBAYAR
JAE EMDIN
JEREMY ROON
CHRISTOPHER GERRITY
RONNA FREELAND
JOHN GIROUX
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Economy and Recreation System Aspects
United States golf course facilities impact the economy at an estimated $18 billion each year. Golfers spend about $26.1 billion a year 
on golf travel, 75 percent of which goes to the hotel, transportation and food and beverage industries. Golfers spent $19.7 billion on 
public and private green fees and dues in 2002, which accounted for 81 percent of all spending. They spent $4.7 billion on equipment 
(clubs, balls, bags, gloves, shoes). An average 9-hole course covers about two miles and an 18-hole course about four miles. In addition 
to benefits from exercise, research has shown that looking at a pleasant outdoor view can be healthy. Golf provides over 24.5 million 
Americans the opportunity to exercise outdoors.

Opportunity
Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, California and Arizona are the most popular travel destinations for golfers, yet Michigan has the 
fourth largest number of golf facilities.

Ecology system aspects
Turf absorbs runoff water because its growth habitat creates many tiny spaces that trap and hold moisture. As water soaks into the 
grass and the soil below, it is filtered and cleansed. This process is so effective that many golf courses have become water recycling sites 
and their communities use treated wastewater for irrigation. Turf also improves the air we breathe. The turf growth process takes carbon 
dioxide from the air and releases the oxygen we need. A landscape of turf, trees, and shrubs about 2,000 square feet in size generates 
enough oxygen for one person for one year. Turf is an excellent choice to restore areas damaged by landfills or mining operations. Turf 
has a very dense root system that holds the soil and rainwater, reducing erosion. As turf grows, it adds organic matter to the soil. This 
allows it to absorb even more water and hold it.

Our proposal
By introducing a new typology of the well-established game of golf as a sport and pastime, we are increasing awareness of the potential 
for improving the environment in measurable as well as aesthetic ways. Using former industrial Brownfield sites along three unique 
locations in the Great Lakes Region to introduce combined golf course and fish hatchery facilities implementing the principles of IMTA. 
The basis for choosing the Green Bay, Wisconsin site for reintroduction of Lake Trout is based on the cold, deep waters of Lake Michigan 
as a suitable habitat. The Buffalo, New York site is a good match for Sauger Perch because of the warm water and large adjacent canal 
which will serve as a wintering pond. The Detroit, Michigan location is situated between two large rivers for a continuous flow of water and 
to serve the Sockeye Salmon’s shallow spawning depth. Each of the sites will employ natural filtration systems and use soil balancing to 
obtain the landscape topogaphies. The long-term outcome will be the reintroduction of 3 former locally extinct fish species, along with 
increased tourism and local employment opportunities, as well as a unique form of outdoor recreation. By using brownfield sites along the 
Great lake megaregion as a golf landscape our team proposes to remediate sites that have previously been used for industrial purposes.
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Niagara Falls

Buffalo

Dunkirk

Erie

Cleveland
Lorain

Sandusky

Toledo

Detroit/Southfield

Rally Point #1: 12:00 noon Friday June 3rd
                          Entrance to the famous 
                          Cedar Point Amusement Park

Rally Point #2: 3:30 pm Friday June 3rd
                          Cleveland, Ohio 
                          ???Location???

Area of Study:
Famous Dave’s (1 Cedar Point Drive)
Sandusky harbour
Pipe Creek Wilderness Area

Rally Point #3: 10:30 am Saturday June 4th
                           Tom Ridge Environmental Centre
                           Presque Isle State Park
                           301 Peninsula Dr # 1, Erie, PA     

Rally Point #4: 12:00 noon Saturday June 4th
                           Point Gratiot Park     

Rally Point #5: 3:00 pm Saturday June 4th
                           Niagara Gorge Discovery Center  

Area of Study:
Buffalo, NY

Niagara Gorge Discovery Center
                            Niagara Reservation State Park, Robert Moses Parkway, Niagara Falls, NY

Hydroelectric facility, (New York Power Authority Niagara Power Project Power Vista?
                             5777 Lewiston Road, Lewiston, NY - 30 minutes drive from Buffalo)

Rally Point #6: 8:00 am - 11:00 am, Sunday June 5th
                          Coast explorations Lorain, OH

Rally Point #7: 12:00 noon, Sunday June 5th
                          Green Room, Toledo Museum of Art
                          Edge Ecology Exploration presentation

Area of Study:
US Steel Corporation
2199 East 28th Street, Lorain, OH

Masterclass 2011
Third Coast Tripping
June 3-5, 2011

Area of Study:
Edgewater Marina
       6500 Cleveland Memorial Sh, Cleveland, OH
Channel Park Marina
       5300 Whiskey Island Drive, Cleveland, OH
Whiskey Island Marina
       2800 Whiskey Island, Cleveland, OH   
Cleveland Burke Lakefront Airport
       1501 North Marginal Road, Cleveland, OH (drive time: 10 minutes)
Dike 14 / Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve
        N Marginal Rd and I-90 E, Cleveland, OH (drive time: 7 minutes)
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District: Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant
        14021 Lakeshore Boulevard, Cleveland, OH (drive time: 6 minutes)
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MASON WHITE 
Master Class Studio Lead 2011

Mason’s work and research privileges architecture as a mutable territory that is formed out of and responsive 
to its environment and history. His work, research and teaching invites readings of Architecture as a byproduct 
of complex networks within ecology and culture. Design is conceived more as a system for open patterns of use 
and active engagement rather than merely arranged objects. Recent research pursues questions of the role of 
infrastructure and networks within contemporary spatial practice. His design research exists at the intersection 
of architecture, landscape, and urbanism. It is often situated within sites where the systems and codes that 
determine these environments must be uncovered and rethought.

He founded Lateral Office in 2002 in partnership with Lola Sheppard.  Mason is also a founding Director of 
InfraNet Lab, an exploratory initiative launched in 2008. InfraNet Lab is a non-profit research collective probing 
the spatial byproducts of contemporary resource logistics. InfraNet Lab is an editor of the journal Bracket: 
Architecture, Environment, Digital Culture (www.brkt.org).


